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The Grove exceeds expectations  

The Grove is a brand new holiday hotel for 

people with life threatening illnesses and their 

families or carers. It is situated on Bourne-

mouthôs beautiful East Cliff and opened its 

doors to guests after a complete refurbish-

ment on 18th June 2011. The Grove is a non-

profit making hotel and is owned and oper-

ated by Christchurch based Charity Macmil-

lan Caring Locally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since opening, Brenden Howard and his 

team at The Grove have been very busy wel-

coming guests from all over the UK. The 

feedback that has been received on comment 

cards has been exceptionally positive. 

 

From the date of opening until the end of 

2011 80% of guests said that The Grove ex-

ceeded their expectations. 18% of guests 

said that The Grove met their expectations.  

 

 

ñWe had one of the best holidays 

ever from the moment we arrived.ò 

95% of guests said that they would definitely 

return. 5% of guests left this question blank. A 

number of guests were so impressed that in 

the short time the hotel has been open, have 

been back to stay three times. 

 

 

ñThis has been our first chance 

of a holiday in 3 years. Thank  

you for making it so amazingò 

 

 

Bookings are coming in for the new season 

and a variety of special breaks and entertain-

ment are planned to delight our future guests. 

If you would like to know more about The 

Grove tariff, special breaks, or would like to 

see photographs of the hotel and facilities 

please visit www.thegrovebournemouth.co.uk 

 

 

ñIt shows how much thought and 

determination has gone in to  

making it a brilliant place to stayò 

 

 

For a real taste of what The Grove is about 

go to the gallery page on the web site and 

view the short video. If you donôt have internet 

access call The Grove on 01202 552233 and 

an information pack will be sent out to you. 
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Get in touch  
If you have any news that may be 
of interest to our readers, or if you 
would like to show your support 
for our Charity, please contact:  

Neal Williams 
Trust Secretary 
Macmillan Caring Locally 
Macmillan Unit 
Christchurch Hospital 
Christchurch 
Dorset 
BH23 2JX 

 
 
 
 

t: 01202 477628 
f: 01202 705315 
e: neal@macmillanlocal.org 
w: www.macmillanlocal.org 

 

  

Calendar of  Events  
get involved!  
Call Neal on 01202 477628   neal@macmillanlocal.org  

New Forest Mara-
thon & Half Mara-
thon 23rd Septem-
ber 2012  
Take part in the New 
Forest Marathon or 
Half Marathon which 
covers beautiful parts 
of our National Park. 
If you would like to 
run for Macmillan 
C a r i n g  L oc a l l y , 
please enter online at 
nfma.org.uk and then 
contact Neal on 
01202 477628 for a 
supporter pack. 

1 9 5 0 s  t h e m e d 
movie night on 4th 
March 2012  
Bournemouth Univer-
sity events manage-
ment students are 
holding a 50s movie 
night at the Hotel Ce-
lebrity in Bourne-
mouth. The evening 
starts at 6.00 p.m. 
with drinks & music 
followed by a classic 
1950s movie. Tickets 
are £5 each and are 
available from 01202 
477628. 

A Service of Re-
membrance and 
Thanksgiving 29th 
April 2012  
A service of remem-
brance will take place 
at The Priory Church 
Christchurch at 3.00 
p.m. on Sunday 29th 
April 2012. If you 
would like to add a 
name of a loved one 
to the Book of Re-
membrance, which 
will be on display on 
the day, please call 
us on 01202 477628. 

The Annual Sarah 
Green Golf Tourna-
ment. 31st August 
2012 
The Sarah Green 
Golf Tournament is 
being held at Canford 
Magna Golf Course. 
This is the 10th year 
for this very popular 
event, which over the 
years has raised over 
£43,000 for the Mac-
millan Unit. For more 
information please 
call our office on 
01202 477628.  

Macmillan Unit Day 
Centre Summer 
Craft Fayre 21st 
July 2012  
The Day Centre will 
be holding its annual 
Summer Fayre on 
21st July from 2.00 
until 4.00 p.m. The 
Fayre will take place 
in and around the 
Macmillan Unit Day 
Centre at Christ-
church Hospital. 
Crafts, Bric a Brac, 
Stalls and refresh-
ments. 

THE WHITE CHRISTMAS DIP 
A record number of swimmers, supporters and 
spectators turned out for the annual White Christ-
mas Dip on Christmas Day. This is the fourth year 
of the event which has raised thousands of pounds 
for the Macmillan Unit. 

The organiser Tommy Baker would like the White 
Christmas Dip to become a major event in the 
Southôs calendar, so if you would like to get in-
volved in the next one, the new web site is 
www.whitechristmasdip.co.uk, or you can contact 
Tommy on tom@whitechristmasdip.co.uk 
 

Can you help?  
 

The Grove is open to everyone 

living in the UK who is suffering 

from a life threatening illness.  

 

As a small local Charity we do 

not have the resources or the 

network of national contacts to 

market The Grove to the whole 

of the UK. 

 

Can you help us to spread the 

word about The Grove? Every-

one who is suffering from a life 

threatening illness deserves to at 

least hear about the Grove. With 

your help we can ensure that 

many more people can enjoy the 

wonderful facilities. 

 

In todayôs digital age many of us 

have Social Media accounts or 

blogs. Some people administer 

web sites for clubs, or write 

newsletters. If this describes you, 

would you be able to publicise 

The Grove? If you can put a link  

to the Grove web site 

www.thegrovebournemouth.co.uk 

on your web site or blog, it will 

increase our chances of being at 

the top of search engine results. 

 

If you would like some Grove 

leaflets to distribute around your 

area please call The Grove  on 

01202 552233 or email enquir-

ies@thegrovebournemouth.co.uk 

 

Thank you  

  

CHRISTMAS AT THE BEACH HUT CAFE  
On Christmas Day Jo Smith, her family, colleagues 
and friends opened up The Beach Hut Cafe at Fri-
ars Cliff for a morning of mulled wine and mince 
pies. This is an event that Jo holds every year for 
Macmillan Caring Locally.  

Hundreds of 
c u s t o m e r s 
turned out on 
the day and 
every penny 
t h a t  w e n t 
through the till 
was donated 
to the Macmil-
lan Unit.  
 

Over £2,600 was raised on Christmas morning, 
which is going to go towards the Macmillan Unit 
rebuilding fund. Over the years Jo has raised a 
considerable sum for the Macmillan Unit. We 
would like to thank her, her helpers and all her 
loyal customers who gave so generously.  



Our supporters put themselves 

through all sorts of challenges 

and bizarre situations to raise 

money for the Macmillan Unit; 

and thank goodness they do, as 

we rely on the generosity of our 

Community to help us support 

the care of our Patients. We 

cannot mention everyone who 

has helped us recently, but here 

is a snapshot of what some of 

our Supporters have been up to.  

  

Keith Wilkinson has already cycled 

from the Amazon to the Andes for us 

(we asked him to pick up some 

books for us while he was there but 

apparently it is a different Amazon). 

This year he is running the London 

Marathon for us. If that wasnôt 

enough he recently went to Nepal for 

a month using up all his holiday enti-

tlement, to work in a childrenôs home, 

and asked for donations to come to 

us. A truly inspirational fundraiser. 

Stewarts Gardenlands have adopted 

us as one of their Charities of the 

year.  Their customers have been 

really generous and the collecting 

buckets situated by the real reindeers 

outside Santaôs grotto have gener-

ated a huge sum of money. 

 

Joe Musker held ñDrumming for lifeò, 

a marathon drumming and percus-

MIRRORED 
SHOWER 

 

Ian from Mirrored Shower 

recently performed the Gi-

gantic Mirrorball Show at 

Champions Westbourne in 

front of a crowd of 200 peo-

ple. 

The Gigantic Mirrorball 

Show incorporated 14 mu-

sicians and vocalists on the 

stage, performing songs 

written by Ian C. Uren and 

Sonny James Lovell.   

Tickets sales, donations on 

the night, a percentage of 

the sale of the band's CDs 

on the night, and pound 

matching by Liverpool Vic-

toria raised a very impres-

sive £1772.50.  

Neal Williams Trust Secre-

tary said "The show was 

amazing, it is so rare to see 

so many talented artists on 

the stage at once. It was a 

real treat. We are delighted 

with the total that was 

raised, and would like to 

thank Ian, Sonny and all 

the band for working so 

hard in preparation for the 

show. Thanks also to Neil 

King of Fatea for arranging 

pound matching through 

L.V." 

It is hoped that the Gigantic 

Mirrorball Show will be an 

annual event. Please go to 

www.mirroredshower.co.uk 

to listen to their music or 

download some tracks. 

 

sion session by young drummers. 

 

Golfers have been so supportive of 

our Charity. Highcliffe Castle Ladies 

section have supported us all year 

and Hectorôs House Golf Society and 

Knights of the Road Golf Society  

both held events. 

 

The Tilsead Team (Simon, Gervase, 

Jon and David) cycled 850 km in 

three days through France.  

Maria and Will Standen took the 

Rajasthan Tiger Challenge, cycling 

480 kms through remote parts of 

India across challenging terrain.   

Darren, James, Penny and Paul did a 

sponsored cycle from Lyme Regis to 

Ferndown in memory of Peter Ergis. 

 

The Funky Little Choir held sell out 

Charity performances at the Regent 

Centre in Christchurch, and the La-

nova Singers delighted their audi-

ence with a Charity performance in 

Westbourne. 

 

The Bournemouth Gilbert and Sulli-

van Society have supported our 

Charity for many years, and this past 

12 months has been no exception. 

They have given many performances 

and raised a considerable sum. 

 

Johnôs Devils, headed up by Judith 

Cox walked the length of Hadrianôs 

Wall in memory of John Cox and 

raised over £5000.00. 

 

The Nursery Rhyme pre school 

raised £400.00, and the Priory 

School held a coffee morning which 

raised over £250.00. 

Mr. and Mrs Gillett of the Golden 

Palamino Line Dancing Club cele-

brated their anniversary by raising 

funds for the Macmillan Unit with 

their friends. 

 

Ringwood Conservative Club contin-

ued their kind support of our Charity 

this year raising £1000.00 for us.  

Eddie and Steve who are patrons of 

Mello Mello bar had a sponsored 

head shave in memory of Dessy 

Joyce and raised over £1600.00. 

If you would like to organise an 

event for Macmillan Caring Locally 

and donôt know where to start, call 

Neal on 01202 477628.  

 

The Annual Sarah Green Golf Tournament  

Charity Golfers carded more than £8000 for  

Macmillan Caring Locally from the 9th Sarah 

Green Golf Tournament. 

Sarah who lived in Ferndown, died age 31 in 

2003 after suffering from leukaemia. 24 teams 

took part in the annual 4 ball stableford com-

petition held at Canford Magna Golf Course 

near Wimborne, including her father and three 

brothers. 

1st place honours were carried off by The 

Ashes Menswear Team, who were amongst 

the runners up at last years event.  The team 

from Bournemouth and Christchurch, Luke 

Dennison, Lee Parker, Fraser Hamilton and 

Robbie Scott were the pick of the teams. 

Stewart Lang won the Individual prize, pre-

sented by Sarahôs father David Rogers, with a 

score of 39 points, closely followed by Peter 

Janes with 37 points and 3rd Place Ash Colloff 

also with 37 points. 

Supported by many local companies and busi-

nesses the event has now raised more than 

£43,000 in total for the Macmillan unit since it 

started in 2003.  Much of the money was 

raised in the charity auction which followed, 

the highlights being a signed 1966 world cup 

football shirt signed by the 9 remaining play-

ers, and a stay at the luxury 5 star Langham 

Hotel in London. 

This increasingly popular event was the most 

successful so far and the money raised will 

enable the completion of a number of projects 

that will improve the care of patients at the 

Macmillan Unit. We are extremely grateful to 

the organising committee, the volunteers on 

the day and to all those who took part, and 

gave so generously. The 10th Sarah Green 

Golf Tournament is on 31st August 2012 . 

 

In association with Charity Greetings we have launched a new online Greetings Card Shop for 

our supporters to buy greetings cards for any occasion. You can have your cards sent to you, 

blank and untouched to write yourself. Or if you prefer we can send them directly to your friends 

and family beautifully hand written on your behalf.  

 

Our cards are the same as you will find in the high street, but with much more choice. You can 

send cards featuring Harry Potter, Manchester United, Toy Story and Winnie the Pooh as well 

as beautifully handmade cards and loads of hilarious ones too. 

 

With over 3,000 different designs to choose from we're sure you'll find the right greeting card to 

suit the occasion. You can even add a further donation and if you do weôll insert a Certificate of 

Donation so that the recipient knows youôve donated on their special occasion.  

Go to www.macmillanlocal.org and click on óSend a Card Todayô. 

 

Technology Matters  
  www.macmillanlocal.org  

 Staff  
Updates  

 
Christchurch in Bloom  
We are delighted to announce 
that the Macmillan Unit garden 
won the Gold prize in the Judgeôs 
Special Award for Christchurch in 
Bloom.  

Our gardeners Nigel Howe and 
Eric Jesty, alongside our volun-
teer gardeners John, Brian and 
Elwyn put a lot of hard work, dedi-
cation and passion in to produc-
ing an oasis of calm and tranquil-
lity that is enjoyed by our Patients 
and Visitors alike. 

 
 

Welfare Benefits Adviser  
Sally Taylor has joined Macmillan 
Caring Locally as our new Wel-
fare Benefits Adviser. Sally will be 
offering our Patients specialist 
advice on any financial help that 
may be available to them in the 
form of welfare benefits, grants 
and tax credits.  
 
Sallyôs past successes include 
finding nearly £1 million of finan-

cial gains 
for the Pa-
tients that 
she ad-
vised in 
one finan-
cial year. 
 
We are 

delighted to be able to add Sallyôs 
expertise to our Family Support 
Team. This is another way that 
we can give our Patients and 
Families the support that they 
need.   
 
Sally started in her post in Janu-
ary 2012 and can be contacted on 
0 1 2 0 2  7 0 5 1 9 9  o r 
sally@macmillanlocal.org 

Supporter  
News  

Thank you!  


